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[surveys]
A discussion on surveying and the accuracy of

both the surveys and my maps is appropriate here.
About the maps’ errors: I feel confident the place-

ments of the grants on the maps are correct to at
least within 500 feet (and probably to about 350 feet)
in a northwest-southeast direction, and within a hun-
dred feet or so northeast-southwest. As I get GPS
readings on more anchor points the uncertainty should
decrease. A 500-foot error range is really not that
bad, all things considered; we’re dealing with an area
7 miles long.

The reason there is any error at all is related to
surveying issues. In general the grant surveys are
surprisingly (at least to me) good—they have an av-
erage circumference error of 0.86 percent or about
86 feet per survey. Also surprising was the fact that
the later surveys (roughly after 1860) tended to be
worse than the earlier ones.

The most accurate in terms of error, 0.08 per-
cent, was one of the 1845 Isaacs’ 50-acre surveys.
The most impressive was Lewis Sowder’s 1845 sur-
vey which encompassed 275 acres in an odd shape
with 14 corners and few long lines. It had a circum-
ference of more than three miles, but the error was
less than 21 feet.

Making errors concerning acreage was much
more common and worse, though also less important
to us, than actual surveying mistakes. They just
weren’t very good at figuring the area of irregularly-
shaped objects. Extreme examples include Silas M.
Harper’s 1854 80-acre survey which was actually
112 acres, and one of Alfred Warren’s 1845 50-acre
surveys which was really only 31 acres. Even the
aforementioned Sowder survey was off by 37 per-
cent in area. On average, the areas were miscalcu-
lated by about 12 percent.

Surveying during the 1800s was much different
from the computerized, Global Positioning System-
based method used today. A surveying crew typi-
cally consisted of four men—the surveyor, two chain-
men, and one marker—who used a compass and a
surveying chain to measure the angles and distances.
The most common chain was four poles long, with
100 links (a pole is 16.5 feet; a link is 7.92 inches).
So these chainmen stretched their 66-foot-long chain
as straight as they could, down ravines, around trees,
up hills. These ups and downs also added distance
which is hard to account for on two-dimensional maps.
Along a quarter-mile line, the chain would be moved

19 times, with each move offering a chance to devi-
ate ever so slightly from the correct line.

Apart from errors in the process, the tools had
errors inherent in their use. The chains had an ac-
ceptable error of about one link per three to five
chains, or about 0.2 to 0.3 percent. The compass
was subject to the fluctuations of magnetic north over
time and localized magnetic anomalies. A deviation
of only a fraction of a degree at each corner could
make a big difference in getting the survey to “close,”
or for the beginning and ending corners to be the
same. The odds of getting a highly accurate survey
were stacked against our surveying ancestors, so
we’re fortunate to have the good ones we have (and
I haven’t even mentioned the skill, or lack thereof, of
the county surveyors).

Unfortunately, the corners and lines of many of
these good grants have long since disappeared or
become ambiguous; after all how many “to a rock
on the bank of the creek, thence to a white oak by
the old fence” descriptions can be found 150 years
later. So I’ve had to rely on landmarks which haven’t
changed and are readily identifiable today. The two
most important landmarks I’ve used are the Harper
Cemetery and the mouth of Laces Fork. One fea-
ture from which I had hoped to get a GPS reading,
called the “Ivy Rock House” and which was a cor-
ner to about five different surveys over several de-
cades, was destroyed during strip mining activities
several years ago. I’m beginning to believe strip min-
ing may have caused us significant problems in both
Pulaski and Rockcastle.

A few bad surveys can mess up a lot of things
and there are some poor ones on Line Creek. And,
as luck would have it, the most important set of sur-
veys are among the worst.

Beginning in 1890 the Cooper heirs divided James
Cooper’s land, which was most of Line Creek,
amongst themselves. It was subdivided and allotted
to his children and widow. But the surveys which
were done on these new divisions, nine in all cover-
ing several thousand acres, not only don’t match with
some previous survey lines, they don’t even match
with each other in some critical areas. That has pre-
sented some problems.

I’ve tried to reconcile those later surveys with
the original grants, using the original lines whenever
possible.

Surveying and the Accuracy of These Maps
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[locations]Location Map
The grant maps preceeding each section on the following pages cover this same basic area, but don’t have
placenames or features marked on them. This map should aid in getting you oriented.
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[1799-1825]
The blue areas on the map below represent the land grants issued on Line Creek from 1799 to 1825,
excluding the Buckner grant. The following pages will have information on these grants, by letter.

There is one grant missing from this map: an 1825, 100-acre grant issued to Larkin Baker. It was in both
Pulaski and Rockcastle Counties and at least one of its lines crossed Line Creek from east to west. I
haven’t yet been able to satisfactorily place the grant, so it’s not represented here. However, the three
possible locations are marked with an “X.” I feel the most likely is the one above Grant A.

Map: Line Creek Land Grants, 1799-1825

X

X

X
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[1799-1825]
Survey Date: 27 Nov 1813
For:  Henry Ott
Acreage: 100
Chainmen: Henry Ott, Frederick Ott Jr
Marker:  Frederick Ott Sr
History:
• placement of this grant is somewhat uncertain, but this is the best fit for the description
• the survey was assigned to Henry Ott by Daniel McClure, who had evidently begun the patenting
process several years before
• Ott assigned it to Andrew Baker, 29 Mar 1816
• Baker assigned it to Josiah Evans, who was issued a patent 30 Jul 1822
• its beginning (northwest) corner was “on the west bank of said creek [Line Creek]...about twenty poles
above John McGinnis’s improvement.” John McGinnis married Rebecca Linville, daughter of William
• Frederick Ott was living on the land in 1806
• Jacob Isaacs and Henry Ott were living on the land (or a piece adjacent to it) in 1812
• Daniel McClure and Henry Ott were living on it in 1815; Andrew Baker in 1820; Henry Burk from 1821
through at least 1829; possibly James Arnold in 1831
• if the placement is correct, then most of this grant was later owned by Andrew Warren

Survey Date: 15 Jul 1799
For: Moleston Pettyjohn
Acreage: 100
Chainmen: Jeremiah Vardeman, George Sanders
Marker:  Moleston Pettyjohn
Notes: This survey was never patented. Drury Elkins lived on the land from 1806 until about 1822,
Mathew Warren lived there from 1818 until he bought a grant which included this property in 1834.

Survey Date: 31 Mar 1823
For:  Wilson Evans
Acreage: 50
Chainmen: Mathew Warren
Marker:  William Cotton
History:
• referenced in bordering land surveys as the “Cotton survey” for many years
• Cotton lived on or very near this land, as the “Cotton improvements” are mentioned on the survey
• shingled several times
• east boundary called for the “old reserve line”
• perhaps constituted part of the “Drury Harper farm”
• Harper Cemetery may be on this survey

Line Creek Land Grants, 1799-1825

Grant
 A.

Grant
B.

Grant
C.
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[1799-1825]Survey Date: 26 Jul 1799
For:  George Sanders
Acreage: 110
Chainmen: Moleston Pettyjohn, George Sanders
Marker:  Jeremiah Vardeman
History:
• patented to John Funk & Jacob Myers
• Pettyjohn lived on this land in 1803 and 1805; Walker Langford lived on this land beginning in 1806
• sold to Walker Langford when patented, 24 Dec 1811
• sold to Isaac Mize, 24 Nov 1836
• sold to Tilman Duncan, 6 Oct 1840
• given to James Cooper, 2 Aug 1854
• leased mineral rights to G.H. Galbraith of PA, 2 Jun 1865
• included in Cooper heirs’ division to Sarah Cooper, 4 Feb 1890
• sold at auction by the National Bank of London to C.C. Randolph, 21 Apr 1930

Survey Date: 15 Mar 1823
For:  Benjamin Bray
Acreage: 50
Chainmen: Moses Adams, Isaac Langford
Marker:  Benjamin Bray
History:
• this land is very hard to track early; may have been sold in Rockcastle, as Bray moved there
• evidently owned by Andrew Warren in 1845
• may have once been owned by Moses Adams and later by Zachariah McIntire

Survey Date: 26 Oct 1807
For:  Richard Brush
Acreage: 180
Chainmen: John Warren, Richard Brush
Marker:  Charles Warren
History:
• patented to John Warren
• sold to Charles Warren Jr, 22 Dec 1812
• sold to Stephen Langford, 6 Oct 1818
• shingled by William F. Evans (Mills Whitaker) grant, 1 May 1849
• at least part sold to Mills Whitaker at some point
• part interest sold or given to Reuben Langford and sold to James Cooper, 15 Dec 1874
• part interest aquired by Cooper at auction of Mills Whitaker lands, 28 Apr 1885; the land was involved in
a lawsuit between plaintiff William Taylor against “Giles Whitaker & c, defendents”; James Whitaker was
the one to actually make a deed to Cooper, which included James’s undivided 1/9th interest in five tracts of
Mills’s land

Survey Date: 30 May 1807
For:  Charles Warren Sr
Acreage: 175
Chainmen: Charles Warren Jr & John Warren
Marker:  Charles Warren Sr
History:
• included mouth of Line Creek and future Whitaker Cemetery
• land can be viewed from the north side of the Highway 80 bridge over the Rockcastle River
• sold to Charles Warren Jr, who lived on it in 1818
• sold to Stephen Langford
• later sold to James Cooper

Grant
D.

Grant
E.

Grant
F.

Grant
G.
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[1826-1844]Map: Line Creek Land Grants, 1826-1844
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[1826-1844]Line Creek Land Grants, 1826-1844

Survey Date: 26 Feb 1834
For:  Josiah Evans
Acreage: 100
Chainmen: William Y. Isaacs, Frederick Evans
Marker:  Josiah Evans
History:
• grant was not patented, but the boundaries were called for in the Amos Chaney and Isaacs surveys
• Josiah Evans died in 1836, which was probably the reason the grant process was not completed
• the survey was one of the worst of its era

Survey Date: 2 Feb 1838
For:  Lewis Patterson [a surveyor]
Acreage: 50
Chainmen: John Decker, John Isaacs
Marker:  William Y. Isaacs
History:
• shingled by later Isaacs grant
• Holbert McClure most likely protested this grant’s issuance
• most sold to Jasper McGraw, 15 Apr 1866, in Rockcastle; part ends up with James T. Shiplet

Survey Date: 10 Mar 1836
For:  Lewis Patterson
Acreage: 50
Chainmen: John Decker, Harvey Langford
Marker:  Amos Chaney
History:
• patented to Amos Chaney
• sold to William Reynolds
• sold to Andrew Decker, 2 Mar 1849
• mortgaged to James Cooper, 14 Mar 1861
• part sold to Jasper McGraw by Holbert McClure, 15 Apr 1866
• part included in Decker lands sold to James Cooper, 12 Mar 1870
• part included in Cooper heirs’ division to Ida Cooper

Survey Date: 12 Sep 1834
For:  Charles Brush
Acreage: 100
Chainmen: Mathew Warren, Alfred Warren
Marker:  Amos Chaney
History:
• sold to Chaney, 12 July 1835
• Holbert McClure sold Chaney a tract of land which shingled this grant, 9 Mar 1846
• sold to William Reynolds
• sold to Andrew Decker, 2 Mar 1849
• mortgaged to James Cooper, 14 Mar 1861
• part of Decker lands sold to James Cooper, 12 Mar 1870
• included in Cooper heirs’ division to Ida Cooper

Grant
 A.

Grant
B.

Grant
C.

Grant
D.
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[1826-1844]Survey Date: 8 Apr 1836
For:  Lewis Patterson
Acreage: 50
Chainmen: John Isaacs, Josiah Isaacs
Marker:  William Y. Isaacs
History:
• this grant is hard to place, although it fits well here
• joined a Josiah Evans grant that has been elusive
• bought by Amos Chaney
• sold to Andrew Decker, 1 Nov 1854
• mortgaged to James Cooper, 14 Mar 1861
• part of Decker lands sold to James Cooper, 12 Mar 1870
• included in Cooper heirs’ division to Ida Cooper

Survey Date: 10 Mar 1836
For:  Lewis Patterson
Acreage: 150
Chainmen: John Decker, Harvey Langford
Marker:  Mathew Warren
History:
• assigned to Mathew Warren
• included most of the land previously surveyed by Moleston Pettyjohn
• Warren’s home was on this land from 1818 until his death in 1849
• included in Andrew Warren’s lawsuit against heirs of Mathew Warren which Andrew won, Sep 1860
• sold to Nelson Jones
• sold to James Cooper, 1 May 1868
• most of it went to Robert Cooper in the Cooper heirs’ division

Survey Date: 10 Mar 1836
For:  Lewis Patterson
Acreage: 65
Chainmen: Larkin Langford, Amos Chaney
Marker:  John Decker
History:
• evidently patented to Andrew Decker
• lived upon by John Decker in 1836
• sold to Amos Chaney, 17 Aug 1846
• sold to Charles Warren (son of Mathew) 30 Apr 1849
• sold at auction after Warren’s death to Finch Shiplet
• sold at auction after Shiplet’s death to H.H. Brinkley
• sold to William Shiplet
• sold to James Cooper; deed made from Warren heirs to Cooper, 13 Sep 1866, but may have technically
been owned by Cooper prior to 1860, in which case it may have been considered part of the “uper end
of Cooper’s land” and may be a possible location for the new Line Creek Baptist Church building that
year
• the 1866 deed allowed Lucretia Shiplet (Finch’s second wife and widow) to live on it
• included in Cooper heirs’ division to Nancy Roann Cooper Shiplet

Grant
E.

Grant
F.

Grant
G.
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[1826-1844]Survey Date: 10 Mar 1836
For:  John M. Cowan
Acreage: 50
Chainmen: Mathew Warren, John Decker
Marker:  Walker Langford
History:
• patented to Isaac Mize, 24 Nov 1836
• sold to Tilman Duncan, 6 Oct 1840
• given to James Cooper, 2 Aug 1854
• leased mineral rights to G.H. Galbraith of PA, 2 Jun 1865
• most of this land was included in Cooper heirs’ division to Sarah Cooper, 4 Feb 1890
• sold at auction by the National Bank of London to C.C. Randolph, 21 Apr 1930

Survey Date: 11 Mar 1836
For:  Charles Richardson
Acreage: 50
Chainmen: Larkin Langford, Harvey Langford
Marker:  William Decker
History:
• assigned to William Decker, 18 May 1836
• sold to James Cooper in Rockcastle County
• leased mineral rights to G.H. Galbraith of PA, 2 Jun 1865
• a portion of the land was sold to George W. Decker by Cooper
• part was included in Cooper heirs’ division to Sarah Cooper, 4 Feb 1890
• part of land sold at auction by the National Bank of London to C.C. Randolph, 21 Apr 1930

Survey Date: 22 Jan 1833
For:  Stephen Langford
Acreage: 100
Chainmen: William Claunch, William Langford
Marker:  Stephen Langford
History:
• this is one of Stephen Langford’s many grants; he was the largest landowner of his time in eastern
Pulaski County
• this grant, along with much of Langford’s land, was ultimately sold to James Cooper

Grant
H.

Grant
I.

Grant
J.
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[1845-1850]Map: Line Creek Land Grants, 1845-1850

There are many more grants for this time period owing mainly to the fact the county gained control of the
issuing the grants. When funds were needed for county or town projects (building a school, improving a
road, etc.), the county would sell land to raise the money. There are at least two grants during this period
on Line Creek that were surveyed for the “Trustees of Somerset.”
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[1845-1850]Line Creek Land Grants, 1845-1850

Survey Date: 30 Jun 1848
For:  William Bullock
Acreage: 100
Chainmen: Reuben Bullock, Bluford Bullock
Marker:  William Bullock
History:
• evidently remained in Bullock family

Transaction Date: 9 Mar 1846
History:
• included in this section because it was sold with Grant C (below) by Amos Heath and John Linville to
William Simpson
• no indication how Heath and Linville aquired this land

Survey Date: 18 Oct 1848; 26 Nov 1850
For:  Amos Heath; Curtis Heath
Acreage: 100
Chainmen: Isaiah Isaacs, Allen Chaney; Reuben Bullock, William Bullock
Marker:  Amos Heath; Curtis Heath
History:
• very unusual in that this tract has two surveys, one for Amos Heath and one for Curtis Heath (prob-
ably brothers); each were separately issued patents on the same land two years apart
• 1/2 interest in the land was sold by Amos Heath and John Linville to William Simpson, 7 Oct 1854
• hard to track forward after Simpson; can’t find any record of Curtis selling his half

Survey Date: 21 Jun 1849
For:  Andrew Decker
Acreage: 50
Chainmen: Allen Chaney, Amos Heath
Marker:  Andrew Decker
History:
• very good survey, both in closing and acreage, especially considering its complexity
• mortgaged to James Cooper, 14 Mar 1861
• part of Decker lands sold to James Cooper, 12 Mar 1870
• included in Cooper heirs’ division to Ida Cooper

Survey Date: 10 Apr 1845
For:  Lewis Sowder
Acreage: 200
Chainmen: William Poynter, Lewis Ping
Marker:  Lewis Sowder
History:
• sold to Jeremiah Burdine, 29 Dec 1868

Grant
 A.

Grant
B.

Grant
C.

Grant
D.

Grant
E.
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[1845-1850]Survey Date: 9 Dec 1847
For:  William C. Isaacs
Acreage: 50
Chainmen: Nathaniel Arnold, John Duncan
Marker:  William C. Isaacs
History:
• joined an unknown previous 25-acre Isaacs survey
• evidently Isaacs did not take possession
• was inside Buckner survey; Holbert McClure probably protested and retained possession
• one half sold to William C. Isaacs by McClure, 13 Dec 1878
• sold to James T. and Nancy Roann Cooper Shiplet at some point
• Nancy Shiplet sold to Sciotha Sears, 12 Oct 1899

Survey Date: 23 Jan 1845
For:  George Isaacs
Acreage: 50
Chainmen: Lewis Sowder, Henry Roe
Marker:  George Isaacs
History:
• patented to William Y. Isaacs
• history is hard to ascertain; probably sold out of Rockcastle

Transaction Date: 9 Mar 1846
History:
• Holbert McClure sold this property to Amos Chaney for $100
• part of the Robert Buckner survey and the deed descriptions call for corners marked “RB”; the
southwest and southeast lines of this property were supposed to be Buckner’s lines; one can easily see
the difference in location for Buckner by comparing this grant with Grant M, as the northwest line of M
was supposed to also be Buckner; M was placed using Rockcastle grants, this one using Pulaski grants
• interestingly, this tract shingled land Chaney had already been granted; perhaps McClure protested

Survey Date: 19 Aug 1845
For:  John W. Cowan
Acreage: 50
Chainmen: Gabriel Isaacs, John Isaacs
Marker:  Alfred Warren
History:
• patented to Alfred and Cyrenius Warren
• specifically mentioned Buckner grant: “Beginning at a black oak and three hickories supposed to be in
a line of the [Buckner survey] and about 3/4 of a mile N.E. from where the same crosses Line Creek.”
• Andrew Warren purchased the land from the estate of Alfred Warren, 4 Mar 1863
• sold to Nelson Jones
• sold to James Cooper, 1 May 1868
• went to Robert Cooper in the Cooper heirs’ division

Survey Date: 3 Mar 1848
For:  Cyrenius Wait
Acreage: 100
Chainmen: James Brown, Charles Warren
Marker:  Alfred Warren
History:
• patented to Alfred Warren, 2 Aug 1850
• sold to Nelson Jones
• sold to James Cooper, 1 May 1868
• most of it went to Robert Cooper in the Cooper heirs’ division

Grant
F.

Grant
G.

Grant
H.

Grant
I.

Grant
J.
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[1845-1850]Survey Date: 15 Jul 1845
For:  Andrew Decker
Acreage: 60
Chainmen: Solomon Reynolds, Allen Chaney
Marker:  Andrew Decker
History:
• patented to Andrew Decker
• Andrew Decker filed a lawsuit against Martha Warren on 1 Nov 1849 which involved this tract and the
adjacent tract marked “Kw.”; 7 Nov 1850 the Pulaski County court ordered the land in dispute be
surveyed by the county surveyor; the suit was decided 13 Apr 1853 when the court ordered Martha
Warren to drop her claim to the land and make Decker a deed; she refused and the court ordered the
county commissioner to do so 12 Jul 1853; Warren was ordered to pay Decker $1.50 in expenses 11 Oct
1853; the decision was upheld on appeal 4 Oct 1854
• mortgaged to James Cooper, 14 Mar 1861
• part of Decker lands sold to James Cooper, 12 Mar 1870
• most included in Cooper heirs’ division to Ida Cooper

Survey Date: 29 Oct 1845
For:  Cyrenius W. Warren
Acreage: 75
Chainmen: Andrew Warren, Alfred Warren
Marker:  Fielden Warren
History:
• patented to Martha Warren
• Andrew Decker sued Martha Warren in a boundary dispute concerning this land, Decker won the suit
and was awarded part of the land, see notes for grant “Kd.”
• included in Andrew Warren’s lawsuit against other heirs of Mathew Warren which Andrew won, Sep
1860
• sold to Nelson Jones
• sold to James Cooper, 1 May 1868
• went to Robert Cooper in the Cooper heirs division of 1890

Survey Date: 12 Dec 1845
For:  Joseph Porter
Acreage: 50
Chainmen: John Duncan, Alfred Warren
Marker:  Cyrenius W. Warren
History:
• patented to Alfred Warren
• was not a very good survey
• included in Cooper heirs’ division to Nancy Roann Cooper Shiplet

Survey Date: 13 Nov 1849
For:  Alfred Warren
Acreage: 250
Chainmen: George Decker, Solomon Reynolds, Holbert McClure, Joseph Cromer
Marker:  Nathaniel McClure
History:
• patented to Alfred Warren
• most sold at some point in Rockcastle County; in 1890 Andrew J. Smith and James Arnold owned part
of it
• a very small portion went to Robert Cooper in the Cooper heirs’ division

Grant
Kd.

Grant
Kw.

Grant
L.

Grant
M.
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[1845-1850]Survey Date: 29 Jul 1845
For:  Alfred Warren
Acreage: 200
Chainmen: Gabriel Isaacs, John Isaacs
Marker:  Cyrenius W. Warren
History:
• patented to Alfred Warren
• sold to Nelson Jones
• sold to James Cooper, 1 May 1868; was resurveyed at that time, but the new survey was very poor in
comparison with the original; the resurvey implied it joined the rest of the Warren land, but the original
called for two crossings of Buffalo Branch which is not possible if the land joined the other Warren land
• Cooper sold parts of it at some point in Rockcastle County to Andrew J. Smith and George W. Decker
• part was included in the Cooper heirs’ division to Nancy Roann Cooper Shiplet

Survey Date: 12 May 1849
For:  Andrew J. James
Acreage: 75
Chainmen: Charles Warren, William Heath
Marker:  Tilman Duncan
History:
• patented to Tilman Duncan
• given to James Cooper, 2 Aug 1854
• leased mineral rights to G.H. Galbraith of PA, 2 Jun 1865
• split in Cooper heirs’ division to Sarah Cooper and Nancy Roann Cooper Shiplet

Survey Date: 29 Sep 1845
For:  Rhoda Decker
Acreage: 100
Chainmen: John Decker, Solomon Reynolds
Marker:  Elisha Renner
History:
• sold to James Cooper at some point, probably in Rockcastle
• part was included in Cooper heirs’ division to Sarah Cooper

Survey Date: 30 Apr 1849
For:  Trustees of Somerset
Acreage: 200
Chainmen: Tilman Duncan, Alfred Warren
Marker:  Charles Warren
History:
• patented to Charles Warren, son of Mathew Warren
• sold after Warren’s death to Isaac S. and Sarah J. Evans before 1868
• sold to James Cooper, 8 Aug 1868
• split in the Cooper heirs’ division of 1890

Survey Date: 16 Sep 1845
For:  Tilman Duncan
Acreage: 75
Chainmen: Alfred Warren, Charles Warren
Marker:  Tilman Duncan
History:
• given to James Cooper, 2 Aug 1854
• leased mineral rights to G.H. Galbraith of PA, 2 Jun 1865
• split in Cooper heirs’ division

Grant
N.

Grant
O.

Grant
P.

Grant
Q.

Grant
R.
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[1845-1850]Survey Date: 27 Jun 1845
For:  Andrew Warren
Acreage: 75
Chainmen: Samuel Evans, Mills Whitaker
Marker:  Andrew Warren
History:
• sold to Moses Adams, 20 Jun 1870
• eventually found its way into the McIntire family

Survey Date: 26 Jun 1845
For:  Mills Whitaker
Acreage: 50
Chainmen: Andrew Warren, Samuel Evans
Marker:  Mills Whitaker
History:
• bought by James Cooper with other Mills Whitaker land between 1868 and 1885
• included in Cooper heirs’ division to Effa Cooper

Survey Date: May 1849
For:  Mills Whitaker
Acreage: 100
Chainmen: Moses Adams, Giles Whitaker
Marker:  Mills Whitaker
History:
• shingled Andrew Warren’s grant, probably through survey error
• Moses Adams’ land was in the space between this grant and the aforementioned Warren grant
• the northern-most corner was “within a few poles of said Mills Whitaker’s hillside field”
• bought by James Cooper with other Mills Whitaker land between 1868 and 1885
• included in Cooper heirs’ division to Effa Cooper

Survey Date: 16 May 1849
For:  Trustees of Somerset
Acreage: 400
Chainmen: John Whitaker, George Barnes
Marker:  Tilman Duncan
History:
• patented to William F. Evans
• assigned to Mills Whitaker
• bought by James Cooper with other Mills Whitaker land between 1868 and 1885
• included in Cooper heirs’ division to James Harlan Cooper
• eventually bought by Henry M. Whitaker (grandson of Mills)
• the Cooper heirs survey and/or description was poor, which caused quite a bit of trouble for subse-
quent owners; the description was corrected in 1928 when Henry’s widow Clementine and his heirs sold
it to C.M. Langdon and J.N. Whitaker
• this grant has been very important in fixing other grant postions as one of its corners was the mouth
of Laces Fork

Grant
S.

Grant
T.

Grant
U.

Grant
V.
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[1845-1850]Survey Date: 26 Mar 1849
For:  Alfred Warren
Acreage: 100
Chainmen: George Decker, Solomon Reynolds
Marker:  Alfred Warren
History:
• the survey was good, but there was some uncertainty about the other Warren grant lines: “...to a
beech on side of a hill and supposed to be at or near a line of an old survey patented to John and
Charles Warren.”
• perhaps of more interest, there seemed to be uncertainty about the Pulaski-Rockcastle line: “lying and
bing in the County of Rockcastle on the waters of Line Creek and Rockcastle River and to bind on the
Pulaski County line provided any part of the boundary should clash with the county line aforesaid.”
• sold to James Cooper

Grant
W.
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[1851-1860]Map: Line Creek Land Grants, 1851-1860
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[1851-1860]Line Creek Land Grants, 1851-1860

Transaction Date: 7 Jul 1857
History:
• sold to David R. McKinney by Holbert McClure
• near the northwest corner of the Buckner grant; McClure had previously sold William K. McKinney
the actual northwest corner, evidently out of Rockcastle; William K. McKinney owned several hundred
acres of land stretching well over into Rockcastle
• “including the place whereon Serenso [sp?] Hood formerly lived”
• David sold the southern quarter of this land to Perry Bullock; Perry would later donate 1.25 acres of it
to the Line Creek Baptist Church
• part of the center section was sold to William N. Bullock

Transaction Date: 9 Mar 1857
History:
• sold to Thornberry Bullock by Holbert McClure
• may have been included in Thornberry’s land mortgages to Carleton B. Bachellor and Ephraim L.
VanWinkle, 26 Aug 1859

Survey Date: 6 Mar 1859
For:  Perry Bullock
Acreage: 16
Chainmen: Bolin Bullock, Simpson N. Bullock
Marker:  Buford Bullock
History:
• patented to Perry Bullock
• joined William Bullock and M.J. Bullock
• hard to track forward

Survey Date: 16 Feb 1855
For:  Henry Hall
Acreage: 13
Chainmen: Jeremiah Burdine, Joshua Reynolds
Marker:  Allen Chaney
History:
• assigned to Allen Chaney, 2 Dec 1855
• bordered Aaron Price on the south

Survey Date: 2 Oct 1854
For:  Silas M. Harper
Acreage: 80
Chainmen: Jordan Decker, Drewry Harper
Marker:  Silas M. Harper
History:
• very hard to track; can’t find when Silas sold the land, he may have done so in Rockcastle as he later
moved there
• partially shingled by later grants

Grant
 A.

Grant
B.

Grant
C.

Grant
D.

Grant
E.
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[1851-1860]Grant
F.

Grant
G.

Grant
H.

Grant
I.

Survey Date: 19 Mar 1860
For:  James Cooper
Acreage: 92
Chainmen: James Cooper, Moses Adams
Marker:  John R. Whitaker
History:
• assigned to John R. Whitaker, 16 Jul 1860
• the survey has a incorrect call in the written description, but the plat accompanying the grant is
correct
• joined Aaron Price and Granville Dowell on the east, Moses Adams on the south
• bought by William D. McGraw before 1883
• traded by McGraw to William R. Burdine, 1 Mar 1883, in exchange for an undescribed 22-acre tract on
the Rockcastle River plus $75

Survey Date: 16 Apr 1855
For:  “Joseph Porter for the benefit of James Cooper”
Acreage: 55
Chainmen: Reuben Langford, William Rogers
Marker:  Thomas Duncan
History:
• patented to James Cooper
• represents the northern-most holding of Cooper in 1860
• oddly-shaped grant; beginning corner calls for Cooper’s corner (from Tilman Duncan) and Isaac
Mize’s 50-acres survey corner, but then doesn’t follow Cooper’s own lines, nor does it call for other
surveyed lines; intentionally shingled Cooper’s own surveys for some reason
• included in Cooper heirs’ division to Nancy Roann Cooper Shiplet

Survey Date: 20 Nov 1851
For:  Trustees of the town of Somerset
Acreage: 50
Chainmen: Eli Adams, Thomas Gentry
Marker:  Mills Whitaker
History:
• patented to Mills Whitaker
• sold to James Cooper by Whitaker heirs between 1868 and 1885
• included in Cooper heirs’ division to Effa Cooper

Survey Date: 7 Oct 1857
For:  Giles Whitaker
Acreage: 55
Chainmen: James Cooper, William Arnold
Marker:  Giles Whitaker
History:
• an interesting survey in that it’s a technically good survey (it’s accurate), but it’s perhaps the best
illustration of “moving lines” in that the south line is supposed to be the same as the 1807 John Warren
survey’s northern line, but both the direction and distance are very different; from later records it looks
like Giles claimed the land down to the Warren line
• I’m not very comfortable with the placement of this land; it’s another spot where the error range shows
up; it may should be just a bit further southeast; with this placement, part of it is inside some of the
Cooper heirs’ land, but that is probably incorrect
• part was sold to T.N. Whitaker, 10 Jun 1897
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[1861-1889]Map: Line Creek Land Grants, 1861-1889
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[1861-1889]Line Creek Land Grants, 1861-1889

Transaction Date: Feb 1879
History:
• sold to William N. Bullock by Peter Snider
• no indication is given as to how Snider acquired this land, but it may have been part of his 1874
purchase from Andrew Warren (see green area 1.) or sold by Holbert McClure to Snider in Rockcastle
• most likely location of the Line Creek Baptist Church between 1868 and 1880

Transaction Date: 2 Apr 1866
History:
• sold to Perry Bullock by Andrew and Nancy Baley Price Warren (Area 1, below.)

This is not a defined grant or land sale, but Andrew and Nancy Baley Price Warren owned several
hundred acres of land in this general area. Their ownership is referenced in several deeds; they sold
part of it to Perry Bullock (see Grant B.).

Much of their land, 250 acres, was sold to Peter Snider 13 April 1874. Unfortunately there are no deed
calls given, just a vague boundary description. This has all the marks of being sold originally in
Rockcastle County prior to the courthouse fire; the Warrens probably bought at least some of it from
Holbert McClure in Rockcastle.

Boundaries mentioned in the deed are: “Bradley’s corner”; “Warren’s corner”; Perry Bullock, “the John
Woodall line”; “the Buckner line”; and “Mayfield’s line.”

Andrew and Nancy had moved from Line Creek by this time.

In 1865 Andrew had sold James Cooper 180 acres of land (the deed was officially recorded 9 Mar 1870)
for which a reasonably good description exists. However the calls don’t mention any named bound-
aries, only stakes and trees, with several of the trees marked “J.M.” I can’t figure out who J.M. might
have been. The land was on Line Creek and crossed the creek. The shape of the survey doesn’t fit
geometrically with any of the other grants. The deed also mentioned a mill. It’s possible this land
included some of the green area and some of the land to the south, but there is no solid indication
Cooper ever owned it. The only Cooper connection I’ve been able to find is a sale of 10 acres of land to
Perry Bullock shortly before Cooper’s death in 1888. It was toward the northern end of the creek, but the
description is too vague to accurately place. The only certainty is that Cooper didn’t own this Warren
land at the time of his death, but there is no record of him selling it.

Some of this land most likely was bought by William D. McGraw before 1880, as his purchase of John
Linville’s land says it bordered McGraw, James Thomas Shiplet, and Jeremiah Brinkley.

Transaction Date: 13 Dec 1878
History:
• originally part of an 1845 grant to William C. Isaacs which he evidently was unable to take possession
of (see 1845-1850 map, Grant F.)
• sold to William C. Isaacs, 13 Dec 1878
• bordered: Perry Bullock and Jeremiah Brinkley on the southwest, “the Warren line” on the northwest
(see green area 1.) and Mayfield and William McGraw on the northeast and east
• sold to James T. Shiplet
• sold to Sciotha Sears by Nancy Roann Cooper Shiplet (widow of James)

Grant
 A.

Grant
B.

Area
1.

Grant
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[1861-1889]Transaction Date: 18 Mar 1868
History:
• sold to John M. Mayfield by Holbert McClure in Rockcastle County
• most likely was later owned by either William Shiplet or Jasper McGraw
• the deed called the creek this land straddles “Isaacs Mill Branch” which is today’s Dyer Branch

Transaction Date: 15 Apr 1866
History:
• sold to Jasper McGraw by Holbert McClure in Rockcastle County
• the boundary of this tract is approximate on the south side, as the survey was very poor and at least
one call was missing
• the initial deed McClure made to McGraw didn’t have exact angles and distances; McGraw took
McClure to court over this and the Rockcastle County Court put together the surviving deed (which
must have been re-recorded by McClure after the fire) from surrounding deeds
• the beginning corner (top eastern) was also a corner to William Shiplet in 1866; the land bordered
Hiram Cornett on the north and Arthur Cornett on the west

Transaction Date: 13 Feb 1882
History:
• southwestern third was originally part of an 1845 grant to William C. Isaacs which he evidently was
unable to take possession of (see 1845-1850 map, Grant F.)
• sold to Perry Bullock by Jeremiah and Rebecca Brinkley, 13 Feb 1882
• was originally sold by Holbert McClure in Rockcastle County in two tracts: one was sold to a Claunch
(no first name mentioned) who then sold to Brinkley, while the other section was sold to Malakiah
Linville who sold to Brinkley; neither of these sales are recorded in Pulaski County, so Brinkley prob-
ably bought the land in Rockcastle before the courthouse fire in 1872

Survey Date: 3 Feb 1866
For:  Austin Adkins
Acreage: 16
Chainmen: Jesse Mize, Nathan Arnold
Marker:  Drewry Harper, Jeremiah Burdine
History:
• this is one of four small grants (two were issued on 3 Feb 1866, see also Grant F.) which shingle
previous grants; frankly, looking back it doesn’t seem to make sense
• assigned to Drewry Harper, 27 Aug 1866
• this grant calls for Lewis Sowder’s line as its south line, which has it shingling Andrew Decker
• apparently included in Cooper heirs’ to Ida Cooper

Survey Date: 3 Feb 1866
For:  Andrew Decker
Acreage: 19
Chainmen: Jesse Mize, Nathan Arnold
Marker:  Andrew Decker
History:
• this is one of four small grants (two were issued on 3 Feb 1866, see also Grant E.) which shingle
previous grants; frankly, looking back it doesn’t seem to make sense
• sold to James Cooper, 12 Mar 1870
• included in Cooper heirs’ to Ida Cooper

Grant
C1.

Grant
C2.

Grant
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Grant
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Grant
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[1861-1889]Survey Date: 17 Oct 1889
For:  Wiley Lovins
Acreage: 29
Chainmen: H.G. Burdine, J.T. Whitaker
Marker:  Wiley Lovins
History:
• this is one of four small grants which shingle previous grants; frankly, looking back it doesn’t seem to
make sense
• it’s also one of two grants issued to Wiley Lovins (see Grant H.), for whom the watercourse and road
which leads from Line Creek up the hill (Lovins Branch and Lovins Branch Road, respectively) was
named
• shingled James Cooper’s land, but was issued between Cooper’s death in 1888 and the division of his
land beginning in 1890
• specifically excluded from Cooper heirs’ division

Survey Date: 20 Sep 1889
For:  Wiley Lovins
Acreage: 21
Chainmen: Nathan Adams, William Eldridge
Marker:  Wiley Lovins
History:
• this is one of four small grants which shingle previous grants; frankly, looking back it doesn’t seem to
make sense
• it’s also one of two grants issued to Wiley Lovins (see Grant G.), for whom the watercourse and road
which leads from Line Creek up the hill (Lovins Branch and Lovins Branch Road, respectively) was
named
• shingled James Cooper’s land, but was issued between Cooper’s death in 1888 and the division of his
land beginning in 1890
• specifically excluded from Cooper heirs’ division

Survey Date: 9 Mar 1866
For:  James Cooper
Acreage: 140
Chainmen: William Arnold, John R. Whitaker
Marker:  James Cooper
History:
• this was one of several grants Cooper received which filled in gaps between previous surveys; in
March and April of 1866 alone he obtained 467 acres of such “missed land” (see also Grants J. and L.)
• the survey description left out several calls, but the plat was complete
• not a particularly good survey in that the northeast lines called for Charles Warren’s 200-acre grant but
the calls didn’t always match the Warren calls
• included in Cooper heir’s division to Effa Cooper

Survey Date: 9 Apr 1866
For:  James Cooper
Acreage: 22
Chainmen: William Shiplet, James Pointer
Marker:  James Cooper
History:
• this was one of several grants Cooper received which filled in gaps between previous surveys; in
March and April of 1866 alone he obtained 467 acres of such “missed land” (see also Grants I. and L.)
• split in Cooper heirs’ division to Effa Cooper and Nancy Roann Cooper Shiplet

Grant
G.

Grant
H.

Grant
I.

Grant
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[1861-1889]Survey Date: 1 Aug 1866
For:  James Cooper
Acreage: 22
Chainmen: Moses Adams, John R. Whitaker
Marker:  Thomas Whitaker
History:
• assigned by Cooper to Thomas Whitaker
• later sold back to Cooper
• shingled part of John Warren’s 1807 grant which Cooper would later purchase
• included in Cooper heirs’ division to Effa Cooper

Survey Date: 8 Mar 1866
For:  James Cooper
Acreage: 175
Chainmen: William Arnold, John R. Whitaker
Marker:  James Cooper
History:
• this was one of several grants Cooper received which filled in gaps between previous surveys; in
March and April of 1866 alone he obtained 467 acres of such “missed land” (see also Grants I. and J.)
• this grant may be moved a bit east or west; the survey is fairly good, but doesn’t match with all of
Cooper’s own lines, although the grant description calls for them
• split in Cooper heirs’ division to Sarah Cooper and Effa Cooper
• part sold at auction by the National Bank of London to C.C. Randolph, 21 Apr 1930

Grant
K.

Grant
L.
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[cooper]James Cooper’s Land
Below, outlined in red, are the divisions of James Thomas Cooper’s land on Line Creek made by his heirs in 1890-

1892, totaling 2,926 acres. This is what he owned at his death 8 Feb 1888. He was 58 years old.
These boundaries are from the surveys made by Cooper’s heirs, which actually weren’t very good. I’ve tried to

reconstruct the surveys based on the available data. For the most part, the land was arbitrarily divided with no regard
for previous boundaries.

William Cooper’s tract contained “the Langford lands” for which we are not, for the most part, concerning
ourselves with in this study. There were a few thousand more acres which remained in tracts mainly south of the area
shown here.

John F. Cooper’s division was in two tracts: one shown here and one on the Rockcastle River which was called
the “Ping survey” and began just west of Evans Ferry.
      Ida Cooper was just 17 when she inherited her land and lived only three more years. She had not married, so the

land reverted back to the remaining heirs. Robert Cooper
bought her tract from his mother and siblings for $1,500.
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[cooper]
James Thomas Cooper died 8 Feb 1888. He may or may not have left a will; I’ve found no mention of one, which is

odd considering his wealth. Perhaps he died suddenly.
Regardless, his children, to their credit, don’t seem to have fought over his holdings. A year and a half after his

death they gathered at his house, with the Pulaski County Clerk present, and composed the document below (Pulaski
County Deed Book 41, p.49). Deeds to the various divisions were made to the appropriate heirs between 1890 and 1892.

James Cooper’s Line Creek land division, 14 Oct 1889

October 14, 1889

Be it now and hence remembered that we, William Cooper and Robert Cooper, Administrators of
James Cooper, deceased, they also being heirs at law of the said James Cooper deceased of Pulaski
County, Kentucky, party of the first part, and the widow and remaining heirs at law of the said
James Cooper deceased, of Pulaski and Rockcastle Counties, parties of the second part,

Witnesseth that in consideration of covenant and agreement entered into by the said first party
and said second party at the house of Sarah Cooper, widow of said James Cooper deceased, all in
the presence of one another, do for a justice to ourselves and one another agree and hereby these
presents covenant with each other, that we both the first and second parties select the following
named persons to act upon their own honor and judgement to lay out and divide the lands of the
said James Cooper deceased, which lies on Line Creek in Pulaski and Rockcastle Counties, Ken-
tucky, same to be divided into nine parcels, so as to be nearly as possible equal in value, the
persons so selected to make such divide are, Francis B. Linville, William R. Whitaker, and John
Taylor, to be assisted by surveyor W. R. Burdine, whom we relied on as being wholly disinterested
in the business so assigned them to dispense with, and that no objections are known to exist
through either party to the said above-named persons who they have selected to do a justice unto
all, and that we do each for ourselves agree that where said land has been laid out and divided by
the above named and reported by them as having been done according to their best judgement and
ability and say where each person’s part shall be, that they will each receive such as their part of
the land so divided, and that each bind themselves to execute deeds to one another for the same.

It is furthermore mutally agreed that all the covenants and agreements herein contained shall
extend to and be obligatory upon the heirs, executors, and administrators and assigns fo the
respective parties.

In testimony whereof, the parties to these presents have hereunto set their hands and seals the day
and year first above written.

Signed: John F. Cooper, James H. Cooper, Ida Bell Cooper, Effa J. Cooper (her mark), William Cooper,
Robert Cooper, Nancy R. Shiplet (her mark), Josephine Davault (her mark), Mahala Norton (her
mark)

State of Kentucky, County of Pulaski

1889, October the 14th. This instrument was today produced to me in Pulaski County at the house
of Sarah Cooper, widow of James Cooper deceased, and was acknowledged by the said William
Cooper and Robert Cooper, Adms., and Roan Shiplet, Josephine Davault, Mahala E. Norton, John
F. Cooper, James H. Cooper, Ida Bell Cooper, and Effa J. Cooper, heris at law of the said James
Cooper deceased, in due form of law.

att. John S. May, clk, by W. R. Burdine
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